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Kindergarten Decline Since 1995 in Most California Counties 

Enrollment Trends 

 
Lapkoff & Gobalet Demographic Research, Inc., conducts 
custom demographic studies. We specialize in California 
school district demography and other types of analysis. 
See page 3 for information about how to reach us. 

San Francisco Bay area counties averaged a two 
percent decrease. At the extremes were Marin 
County, with virtually no downturn and Sonoma 
County, with a four percent decline. Take a look at 
the map on the back of this newsletter to see data 
for your county. 

This doesn’t mean that all school districts will 
experience a drop in kindergarten enrollment, 
especially those with lots of new housing, many 
young families moving into older neighborhoods, 
or ethnic shifts.  

California 9th to 12th Grade Enrollments
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Between fall 1995 and fall 1997, California public 
kindergarten enrollments fell by two percent. We 
should have expected this, because births peaked in 
1990 and then declined. But because kindergarten 
enrollments rose for nearly two decades, some 
people may be surprised by the turnaround. 
Between 1990 and 1997, births declined by 14 
percent. As a result, we should expect a similar 
drop in the state’s kindergarten enrollments through 
2002. 

Northern California’s kindergarten enrollments 
dropped by 8 percent between 1995 and 1997. 

While the youngest students are 
declining in number, older students are 
becoming more numerous. This is the 
result of the decades-long kindergarten 
enrollment increases.  
High schools have been relatively 
empty for so long that it’s hard to 

believe they will be crowded in the future. But 
students from bulging elementary schools will soon 
enter the high schools. Administrators will need to 
find staff and room for more students than ever 
before. 

California high school enrollments remained stable 
for more than two decades, at 1.3 to 1.4 million 
students. Enrollments started to increase in the early 
1990s. What’s coming, according to state 
demographers at the California Department of 
Finance, is a straight-line increase in high school 
enrollments, to nearly 2 million! 

San Francisco Bay Area public high school 

Return of the Teenager enrollments are expected to increase by about 20 
percent during the next decade. If your district has 
much housing growth, the increase should be even 



Elementary Students Decrease, High School 
Students Increase, As New Development Ages
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