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Abstract

School district administrators need 10 or even 20-year enroliment forecasts for facilities planning.
One of the most important variables in producing long-range forecasts is the birth trend in the
community. This paper discusses demographic analyses used to forecast births in the Palo Alto,
California, school district for the year 2000 and analyses to indicate the trend in births from 2000
to 2010. Women in the childbearing ages are estimated indirectly by projecting the population
over age 40. On the basis of remarkably stable "survival" (migration and mortality combined)
rates of those over age 40, the population at older ages is anticipated to rise, leaving less housing
available for households with women in the child bearing ages. Meanwhile, age-specific fertility
rates in Palo Alto are extremely low, however they increased by 35 percent during the 1980s for
those in their 30s. Three different birth forecasts are presented (Low, Medium, and High) that
indicate births in the community are likely to decline over the next decade and are likely to
continue declining after the turn of the century.
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